IJZ                    ALEXANDER OF JUGOSLAVIA

supporting another camp at Zara? the Italian port in
central Dalmatia. Zara is. an isolated Italian possession
in Dalmatia, a thorn in the flesh of Jugoslavia, There
a band of men, mostly Dalmatian but with some Monte-
negrins, was being trained by a man called Servazzi,
under the control of Ante Pavelitch. They recruited
from the Dalmatian peasants and fishermen, but all told
were never more than 200. They made free gifts of
rifles and revolvers to people. A regular commerce
grew up as peasants who had received free revolvers sold
them for a hundred dinars and came back for more,
Italy was informed that the coastal population was
armed and was ready to rise. Mussolini had his fleet
in readiness to make a descent when the time came.
The French and British fleet seemed interested in what
was afoot. At length the time seemed ripe for action
and a raiding party was landed on the Lika coast, north
of Zara. The people of the region had generally voted
Independent and were sore at the treatment meted out
to their representative, Svetozar Pribitchevitch. Now
was the time for them to show their spirit and fan a local
insurrection into civil war.

The raiding party, all in uniforms and bearing rifles,
met with no resistance from coast-guards. They com-
mandeered donkeys to carry their ammunition-boxes
and baggage and then began a march inland to seize
the railhead of Gospitch. The peasants looked at them
with mute surprise and did not seem to understand their
cries of "Long Live Free Dalmatia! Long Live Inde-
pendent Croatia!" No one joined himself to them, but
they were successful in penetrating nearly twenty miles.
Then they began to encounter hostile demonstrations,
Finally, nearing Gospitch, they were mobbed by a
mixed force of gendarmes and peasants, who sent them
running back to the sea much faster than they had come.
They left six cases of explosives behind and a great
number of Italian cartridges.

Some of the raiders were arrested, but the majority